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NSF CAREER Resources Sources: OVPR Website & NSF 04/18 

2018 NSF CAREER Program Webinars  
2018 CBET CAREER Proposal Webinar 
April 27, 2018, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Advance Registration 

2018 NSF Coordinating Committee Webinar  
May 15, 2018, 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.  
Advance Registration

NSF CAREER Program Overview 
The National Science Foundation Faculty Early Career Development Program is the agency’s most prestigious 
award. Awardees should have the potential to serve as academic role models in research and education. The 
award is to help build a firm foundation for a “lifetime of leadership in integrating education and research.” 
Successful Principal Investigators propose creative, effective research and education plans that are developed 
within the context of the mission, goals, and resources of their organizations.  

This program is highly competitive. A key to success is to start early. Unlike other submissions, this is a career 
development submission rather than a research proposal; thus, in addition to proposing a research plan, 
applicants must also provide a career development plan and an explanation of how they will integrate education 
with research. This page provides multiple resources and tools to help applicants develop CAREER proposals and 
address important differences from more traditional NSF submissions.  

Eligibility 
To be eligible, applicants must: 

• Hold a doctoral degree in a field supported by NSF 
• Be engaged in an area of science, engineering, or education supported by NSF 
• Be employed in a tenure-track position as an assistant professor (or equivalent title) as of October 1 

following the submission 
• Be untenured as of October 1 following the submission 
• Have not had more than two CAREER proposals reviewed previously 
• Have not previously received a CAREER award (Note: applicants may have received other funding from 

NSF or other agencies as long as that funding does not duplicate the research described in the CAREER 
proposal.)  

Resources 
CAREER Program Website 
Frequently Asked Questions: CAREER Program for submission in years 2017—2019  (NSF 17-050) 

Program Overview 
• NSF CAREER Program Webinar Presentation Slides (PDF) — 2017 
• K-State DC Trip CAREER Presentation (PDF) — 2017, Engin Serpersu  
• K-State DC Trip CAREER Presentation (PDF) — 2015, Henry Warchall  

CAREER Proposal Writing Tips 
• NSF CAREER Proposal Writing Tips (PDF) — ZJ Pei 
• 12 Steps to a Winning Research Proposal (PDF) — Hazelrigg 
• CAREER Proposal Writing (PDF) — Hazelrigg 
• The NSF CAREER Program (PDF) — Pazzani 

 Workshops 
• NSF CAREER Proposal Writing Workshop (2018): This workshop provides future CAREER proposal 

submitters with proposal review experience and interactions with NSF program directors and recent NSF 
CAREER awardees. The application deadline is typically in early to mid-January; the workshop is offered in 
late March or early April. View the resources provided for the 2018 workshop. 

http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/career/index.html
https://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=244709&WT.mc_ev=click
https://nsf.webex.com/mw3100/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=nsf&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Fmc3100%2Fe.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dnsf%26AT%3DMI%26EventID%3D667566037%26UID%3D0%26Host%3DQUhTSwAAAAQxV_zeEpu250Nfvi_zNNpHIFG7MnsYGC5fwwiCiMvgzVnm7Hy-hQm6hGeFfeBG2iHBwOrlncabDJS_i3esyNQC0%26RG%3D1%26FrameSet%3D2%26RGID%3Dr3a859080c3bf7aec6d3a852d15a8a0f6
https://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=244740
https://nsf.webex.com/mw3100/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=nsf&service=6&rnd=0.8750086522782002&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fnsf.webex.com%2Fec3100%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Dlandingfrommail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000044724fa975aef7fa54138c462af4458b0951feb513e1e3ebb6efe0d3b9abcac7c%26siteurl%3Dnsf%26confViewID%3D88837586741675030%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAARZDFLukkLaYPDWChpLxgWD-2eAHLGxLKf-yzjDb0NBFQ2%26email%3Djhmorris%2540nsf.gov
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503214
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf17050
https://www.nsf.gov/mps/dms/career_and_pecase_information/career_webinar_slides_2017.pdf
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/career/Serpersu-2017.pdf
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/career/Warchall-2015.pdf
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/career/Pei-proposal-writing-tips.pdf
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/career/Hazelrigg-twelve-steps.pdf
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/career/Hazelrigg-CAREER-proposal-writing.pdf
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/career/Pazzani-CAREER-program.pdf
http://129.130.42.171/NSF2018/main.html
http://129.130.42.171/NSF2018/Workshopdoc.htm
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• K-State Nuts and Bolts Workshop and Writing Clinic: This workshop discusses the requirements for a 
CAREER submission. A panel of K-State faculty members who have submitted to this program also provide 
writing tips and insight on putting together a CAREER proposal. The Writing Clinic is a follow-on for 
interested attendees who agree to participate in a series of writing exercises over the period leading up to 
the CAREER due date; the exercises are designed to help the participant develop a better submission. 

• Other CAREER workshops organized for specific NSF Directorates: OVPR will add to their website as 
opportunities are announced.  

Webinars 
• NSF: Each year in mid-May, the NSF CAREER Coordinating Committee hosts a webinar to answer 

participants' questions about development and submission of proposals to the NSF CAREER program. The 
webinar gives participants the opportunity to interact with members of the NSF CAREER Coordinating 
Committee in a question-and-answer format. View the 2017 webinar. 

• NSF CEBT: NSF Division of Chemical, Bioengineering, Environmental, and Transport Systems (CBET) also 
hosts an informative CAREER Proposal Webinar. This is also typically held in mid-May. View the 2017 
webinar. 

Library of Winning CAREER Proposals  
The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs maintains a secure library of successful NSF CAREER proposals 
from K-State faculty members. To gain access to the library, you must participate in one of the workshops listed 
above or one of ORSP’s or your college’s grant writing/CAREER sessions. Please email orsp@ksu.edu with the 
subject line “NSF CAREER Proposal Library” to request access or find more information. 
 Tips and Other Resources 

• Contact an NSF Program Officer early to make sure that your idea is fundable and of interest to the 
division to which you are considering submitting. If not, the Program Officer can help you redirect your 
thinking or find a better division for your submission. 

• Search the NSF Awards Database for examples of funded CAREER proposals in the division to which you 
are considering submitting. 

• Use the application checklist (docx) developed by the K-State Engineering Research and Graduate 
Programs Office. This list includes target dates for when items are due from engineering faculty members 
to that office. 

• Education/Broader Impacts Resources 
• Evaluation Resources 
• Data Management Plan Resources 

Guidance from Other Institutions  
• NSF CAREER Writing Guide 2016 — University of California, Berkeley (PDF) 
• NSF CAREER Award Toolkit — University of Colorado (PDF) 
• CAREER Program Overview — Iowa State University (PDF)  

Other Analogous Young Investigator Award Programs 
• Department of Defense 

o Office of Naval Research Young Investigator Program 
o Air Force Office of Scientific Research Young Investigator Program 
o Army Research Office Young Investigator Award-This not a separate program like the other DoD 

Young Investigator Awards.  It is part of the II.A.3 AOR Special Programs Section (p. 66) of 
the Army Research Office’s Core Broad Agency Announcement for Basic and Applied Scientific 
Research (PDF) 

o DARPA Young Faculty Award 
• Department of Energy Early Career Research Program 
• Department of Justice New Investigator/Early Career Program in the Social and Behavioral Sciences and 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (PDF) 

https://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=191332
https://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=191526
https://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=191526
http://www.k-state.edu/research/leadership/orsp/index.html
mailto:orsp@ksu.edu
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/advancedSearch.jsp
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/career/ERGP-checklist-2016.docx
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/broader-impacts/index.html
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/evaluation/
http://www.k-state.edu/research/faculty/proposal/data/nsf/
https://vcresearch.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/u1316/CAREER_Writing_Guide_2016_final.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/research/Research%20Administration%20Documents/NSF%20CAREER%20AWARD%20TOOLKIT%202017.pdf
http://www.grantshub.iastate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/NSF-CAREER-Overview.pdf
https://www.onr.navy.mil/Science-Technology/Directorates/office-research-discovery-invention/Sponsored-Research/YIP.aspx
http://www.wpafb.af.mil/Welcome/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/842100/#anchor2
http://www.arl.army.mil/www/pages/8/W911NF-17-S-0002.pdf
http://www.arl.army.mil/www/pages/8/W911NF-17-S-0002.pdf
https://www.darpa.mil/work-with-us/for-universities/young-faculty-award
https://science.energy.gov/early-career/
https://www.nij.gov/funding/Documents/solicitations/NIJ-2017-11363.pdf
https://www.nij.gov/funding/Documents/solicitations/NIJ-2017-11363.pdf
https://www.nij.gov/funding/Documents/solicitations/NIJ-2017-11363.pdf

